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Fr. Provincial  and  all  at  Arrupe  Niwas  wish  all  our readers  

A Joyful  Christmas  And   A  Prosperous  New  Year 2020..  

                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE HOLY FATHER POPE FRANCIS HAS APPOINTED:  
 Father Juan Antonio Guerrero Alves, S.I., of the Province of Spain, Prefect 

of the Secretariat for the Economy of the Holy See. 
 

FR. GENERAL HAS APPOINTED:  
 Fr. Koppala Abraham Stanislaus SJ, (AND) as the new Provincial of Andhra 

Province. 
 Fr. L. Jebamalai Irudayaraj SJ, (MDU) as the new Provincial of the newly 

created Province of Chennai (CEN). 
 Fr. General has approved the appointment of Fr. Vincent Hansdak, SJ as 

Superior of the PTEC, Jesuit Community of Sitagarha.    
                

FR. PROVINCIAL HAS APPOINTED:  
 Fr. Theodore Kujur to Arrupe Niwas,  Ad Tempus, Hazaribag 
 Rajendra Tete to Tertianship in Melbourne, Australia.  (07 JAN.  2020) 
 Sch. Arockia Sasi Kumar, SJ, as Asst. Teacher of Masi Marsal School Patki &  

Asst. Superintendent of boy’s Hostel Patki with effect from 04 Dec. 2019. 
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FROM AROUND THE PROVINCE 
BOKARO, St. XAVIERS: 

Fr. Arun Minj was preoccupied for 
a week mid-November with his second 
semester examinations for B. Ed. The 
Annual School Fete, organised by the 
Students’ Council on Children’s Day, went 
off smoothly. The Vice Principal of High 
School, Mr. Deepak Choudhary guided the 
students in the absence of Fr. Arun. 
Harry Potter motifs filled the fete venue 
and vicinity. The application of this theme 
meant a lot of work for the young student 
artists. The net profit from the event was 
over four and half lacs, of which two lacs 
were donated to the Social Service School 
and the remaining amount was handed 
over to the Missionaries of Charity 
(Brothers) at Mansa Gate.  

Dr. Ashok Pathak, orthopaedic 
surgeon from London, former student of 
SXH and a cricketer coached by Fr. Tom 
Keogh, made a visit to Bokaro to meet his 
most esteemed teacher. On Nov 22nd,   the 

biennial Art and Craft and Science 
Exhibition was held. The theme of the 
exhibition was Caring for Our Common 
Home. Fr. P.J. James attended the annual 
meeting of the Association of Schools for 
the Indian School Certificate at Chennai, 
Nov 27-29. The same week the annual 
cross-country races were held.  
A special assembly was organised to mark 
the feast day of the Patron Saint of the 
school, Francis Xavier. Sr. Kamla Paul 
Bihari of Holy Cross School graced the 
occasion as a special guest. On the same 
day four students (Jack Francis, Hugh 
Bassett, Sebastian Paravizzini, Ben 
Wright-Smith) accompanied by two 
teachers (Elise and Nick) reached Bokaro. 
They were the centre of attraction at the 
Mini Sports on Dec 5th. The four students 
were hosted for a day by the family of the 
Student Captain of the School. They 
proceeded to Patki and onward to 
Hazaribag on Dec. 6th.  

FR. PROVINCIAL’S PROGRAM 
DECEMBER 2019    JANUARY 2020 

07- Daltonganj     06-08 Bhurkunda visitation   
08- Final Vows – Pakripath  10-00 Province Consult  
19- Babupara Annual Day  13-20 San Francisco, USA 
27- Golden Jubilee Celebration   23-24 Charhi visitation 

29-00 Inauguration of XCE, Sitagarh  
 
 

COMING EVENTS 
 27 December 2019, Golden Jubilee Celebration of 04 Jubilarians: Fr. 

Gaudentius Raska Soren SJ, Fr. P.O. Chacko SJ, Fr. Augustine Clarence 
Tigga SJ and Fr. George Thomas SJ.  Holy Eucharist will begin at 6.30 p.m. 
in Arrupe Niwas Hall, followed by a short felicitation program and Supper.  

 29 January 2020, Inauguration of the new building of [B.Ed.] Xavier 
College of Education.  [Holy Eucharist at 08.30 AM] 

THOSE WHO LEFT THE SOCIETY: 
 NF Tarjan Tirkey left the Novitiate on 15 November 2019 
 Sch. Manish Lakra SJ, on 09 December 2019 
 Sch. Anupam Kerketta SJ, on 10 December 2019 
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  The 53rd  Annual Sports Meet of 
the school was held on Dec 7th. Two 
alumni of the 1974 batch, Dr. Sonjoy 
Dutta-Roy (Allahabad Central University) 
and Dr. Ajay Pandya, President of BOXA, 
were the honoured guests of the day. 
Three days later a new student council 
and office bearers of various student 
clubs assumed office. This year two new 
clubs have been added to the already 
existing nine: Peace Club and Integrity 
Club. A raffle draw was conducted on the 
same day. The proceeds from it were also  
given to the MC. Brothers. 
CHARHI: 

The monthly meeting was held on 
2nd November in Kajri with catechists and 
village teachers’. On the same day All 
Soul’s Day special mass was offered in 
different places. Fr.  Gregory offered for 
Ghato faithful in Charhi graveyard, Fr. 
Emile was in Sarubera and Kedla-15, and 
Fr. Nicholas offered mass in Chanaro. Fr. 
Birendra and Sr Kamala Panna attended 
a seminar on ecology held at Sitagarh. 
Frs. Nicholas and Gregory attended the 
final vows of Fr. Sebren Lakra at 
Mahuadanr on 5th of November and the 
following day there was a meeting of all 
the parish priests and assistant parish 
priests to discuss about the pastoral 
concerns such as – Spiritual Exercises for 
laity, care for youth, concern for the  poor 
and care for our common home.  

Fr. Birendra attended a workshop 
of the young priests in Arrupe on 9th and 
10th November and Nicholas left for 
Patna on 9th evening for his retreat and 
returned on 20th. Class 10th had exams to 
qualify for matric board exam. Gregory 
went to attend the golden jubilee 
celebration of St. Joseph’s High school and 
Hostel.  CHRIST THE KING feast was 
celebrated in a grand way in Charhi. 
Thanks to Sch. Kamaldeep, Sr Kamala, 
and hostel boys and girls for their 
cooperation. The main preacher of the 
day was Fr. Shyam K Tudu. Deen Seva 
Dal day was celebrated in Kajri with 

catechists, local heads and a few invitees. 
A Special mass was offered for all the DSD 
activists of the past who laboured hard to 
bring God’s message to all people. 
HAZARIBAG, ANKUR:  

We the staff along with the  beadle 
and sub-beadle had a meeting to form the 
new cabinet which would come into effect 
from next month. On 15th Nov., Fr. Cyril 
went to Mahuadanr to participate in the 
Jubilee Celebration of the school. 
Candidates had their monthly 
Recollection from 16 – 17 Nov. It was 
very well conducted by SSC Tertians, Frs. 
Irenius Toppo SJ and Sunil Xess, SJ. We 
give them big thanks! We attended ‘Christ 
the King’ Mass and Procession in the 
Parish. Some of the candidates helped to 
sell vocation calendars after the 
ceremony. On 29th, Fr. Anand 
participated in the Formation 
Commission Meeting at Arrupe Niwas. 
Next day, he went to Mahuadanr to cast 
his vote. The Plus two candidates took 
part in the Annual Sports Day on 30th 
November. Some of them succeeded in 
winning several events.  
HAZARIBAG, ARRUPE NIWAS: 

Fr. Bob Slattery went to Calicut 
for the annual Province Development 
Directors meeting from 20th November to 
23rd November.  All the PDDs of the 
Assistancy including those from Nepal 
and Sri Lanka were present.  The PDDs 
shared their successes and their 
struggles. One of the main points of the 
meeting was the need to look for local 
donations and to involve every Jesuit, 
even including the novices, in getting 
funds from relatives, from those who 
studied in our school and college, and 
from our friends. The Kerala Jesuits 
showed wonderful hospitality in Calicut 
and also when Bob stayed one night in 
Ernakulum.  

Fr. Provincial and Fr. Socius 
visited Cambodia for a week. They left 
Hazaribag on 17th November in the 
afternoon and arrived at Seam Reap, the 



4 

 

city of famous Angkor wat Temple on 18 
Nov., in the morning at 08.30 AM. They 
were received by Fr. Manoj Ekka, Fr. 
Rajat Purty SJ of Ranchi, and Sch. 
Deepak Lakra at the ariport. From Siem 
Reap Airport they travelled to 
Battambang, the Bishop’s house, where 
the Jesuits had gathered for the consult 
meeting and Fe Alegria workshop. They 
met Bishop Kike the same day in the 
evening because the following day he had 
to go to Bangkok to see the Pope who was 
visiting Thailand. They were given a 
warm welcome by the Bishop and also by 
the other priests. They were really 
impressed to see the many innovative 
works done by the mostly handicapped 
people, like making traditional clothes, 
running a coffee corner for souvenir and 
also restaurant, a textile industry where 
most of the employees are differently 
able.  

On 20th  of November, they visited 
Sisophon the regency place of Sch. 
Deepak Lakra. This is also a place where 
Fr. Sushil Lakra as well as Arbind Beck 
had worked. Sushil was very happy to 
meet some of his acquaintances. They 
were also very happy to see the progress 
of the First Jesuit School in Cambodia at 
Sisophon. Jesuit Xavier School in Sisophon  
is a very good example of the 
collaboration work with many volunteers. 
The place is very eco-friendly and 
conducive for the students. Fr. Provincial 
met the delegate of Korean provincial and 
the director of the Jesuit school in 
Sisophon, while Sushil visited some of his 
ministry places with Fr. Rajat.  From 
there they went to see the Angkor wat 
Temple. There are six extraordinary 
monuments in Siem Reap area but they 
chose to visit only three of them; Bayon, 
Taparom and Angkor wat. On 22 of Nov. 
Fr. Totet Banyal, SJ, a Filipino Jesuit gave 
them a nice treat. The next day they left 
for Phnompenh and stayed there in the 
Jesuit Curia.  The next day they visited the 
center of dove, (Bantey Prieb) where the 

Jesuits have a technical school exclusively 
meant for the handicapped students, men 
and women. It is wonderful to see a real 
story of empowering the most weak and 
vulnerable people of the society. This 
school has served the students for more 
than 25 years run by the Jesuits. One of 
the major production works is to 
production of the wheel chairs for many 
NGOs and agencies. Fr. Provincial and 
the Socius, both are very much indebted 
to Most Rev. Bishop Kike, the delegate 
of Korean Provincial, Fr. in-don and all 
the Jesuits for their wonderful hospitality, 
love and care.   

Fr. Claudius Tauro SJ, (DUM), 
Treasurer JC, the new Revisor of 
Hazaribag Province came to Arrupe 
Niwas on 30 Nov. 2019 and went back to 
Delhi on 03 Dec. He met some of the  
concerned persons at the Curia. 

Fr. Rajendra is preparing to go for 
his Tertianship to Melbourne. He will 
leave on 7th January 2020. He has handed 
over his task as the Asst. Treasure to Fr. 
Francis and now he has moved to Chatra 
parish for his pastoral experience. He was 
also busy conducting programmes like 
the one for Krus Vir animators, he is also 
getting free tuition to be able to 
understand and speak the Australian 
language.  

Francis Marian is busy showing 
the visitors from St. Ignatius College, 
Adelaide some of the apostolates of the 
Province. 
HAZARIBAG, PRERANA R.C.: 

On the 7th Fr. R C Chacko returned 
after his Delhi programme and home visit. 
On the 10th  Frs. R. C. Chacko, 
Christopher and Shyju, along with other 
8 from the Province, went to Jamshedpur 
XLRI to attend a week long Ignatian 
Leadership Programme conducted by Fr. 
John Dardis, General Councillor from 
Rome. On the way back Fr. Christopher 
visited his cousin who is admitted in 
RIMS. On the 18th Christopher went to 
Daltonganj to give a training programme 
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for the candidates from there he went to 
Mahuadanr to meet the parents of the 
cousin who is admitted in RIMS. On 23rd 
Fr. Thomas Joseph went to Ranchi to 
meet his relative who is admitted in a 
hospital in Ranchi. On the 24th we had a 
Diaspora meeting at Dumar which started 
at 5.00 pm. On the way back our Bolero 
refused to move. We had to leave it in a 
village in the middle of the night and 
come back jam packed in two Wagon R’s, 
all eleven of us! Fr. R. C. Chacko took 
some classes for the Tertians at SSC. 
HAZARIBAG, ST. XAVIERS: 

Fr. Manoj was resting in  
Sitagarha under the care of Fr. Patras 
and the nurses. The school staff were very 
happy to see that he was brought to the 
common lunch on Xavier Day. A report on 
Manoj’s health is given at the end of this 
issue. We express a big thanks to Sch. 
Jivan Baxla who was a companion to 
Manoj during his days in the hospital. 
Also we thank Fr. Francis Marian and Fr. 
Thomas Joseph for their help both in the 
hospital and later searching for the 
needed medicines, and above all we thank 
Fr. George Thomas for the concern and 
assistance he has tendered to Manoj from 
the beginning of his sickness. On 09th Dec. 
he came back to St. Xavier’s Community.  

Parents’ Night was a big success 
with the young artists playing to a packed 
auditorium. Fr. Rosner had a busy month 
with attending the HOXA gathering in 
Calcutta, doing CBSE school inspections, 
and setting up the interviews of some 800 
applicants for the 2020 Prep classes. 
Sincere thanks to Sr. Sarita FCC for 
helping the junior school staff with the 
interviews. We now face the task of 
selecting the more promising candidates. 

The Science exhibition was an 
opportunity to our budding scientists to 
display their practical talents. A big 
number of parents and friends came to 
encourage the students. Preparation for 
the sports is in full swing. During the 
morning the junior teachers can be seen 

busily shepherding their frisky little 
charges into their places in the drill 
pattern. Afternoons are given for 
marching practice and practice for other 
events. 

XAVIER DAY opened with Mass in 
Inigo Hall for Christian students and their 
families; especially invited were all staff 
members and their families from both the 
school and the community. All were 
served breakfast after Mass. Every year 
the attendance at this Mass grows with 
the increase of Christian children in the 
school. In the evening the Jesuits of the 
town, Bishop Anand and the priests of 
Bishop’s House, and the Cathedral priests 
joined us for dinner. 

We have just welcomed 6 visitors 
from Xavier College, Melbourne, and 13 
from St. Ignatius College, Adelaide. 
MAHUADANR COMMUNITY: 

The month started with Fr. 
Sebren’s final vows in the Society. The 
vows were received by the Provincial 
Santosh in the presence of a packed 
church of family members and relatives, 
parishioners, high school children and a 
large number of priests. The choir was 
trained and conducted by Fr. Roshan. 
There followed a congratulatory 
programme of singing and dancing, with 
items from various parish groups, 
Sebren’s family and relatives. All the 
participants shared in the celebratory 
meal prepared and served by Frs. Amod, 
Kamal and their team.  

The second major event was the 
celebration of the Diamond Jubilee of the 
St. Joseph’s  High School and hostel. A 
special outdoor stage had been 
constructed at one end of the hockey 
field. In the Mass that began the 
proceedings, there were many Jesuits and 
others who had themselves been students 
of the school and/or at sometime had 
been on the staff. Some of the Diocesan 
clergy who were old students of the 
school were also present. In his homily Fr 
Provincial spoke of the blessings the 
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school had received during the past 60 
years. Later, during the programme that 
followed the Mass he made special 
mention to the contribution made by the 
late Fr. Ken McNamara who through his 
inspired concept of the complex and his 
contribution of the world class buildings 
required for it, lifted the identity of all the 
inhabitants of the Chechari, be they 
directly connected with the school or not. 

Special mention was made of the 
early staff of the school including Fr. Bob 
Slattery. There were items by the present 
day students which held the very large 
crowd spellbound. Souvenirs were 
presented to each of the old students 
present. The school magazine “Hari–
Ghati” was launched by the chief guests: 
Fr. Provincial, Latehar DEO, Mahuadanr 
BEO, and Joint Secretary of the Vidhan 
Sabha, an old student, Mr. Subal Panna. At 
the end of the programme, all were 
provided with a festive meal.  

On the last Sunday of the month 
we had the Christ the King feast and 
procession, in which a crowd of some 
5000 people from all the villages 
participated. The devotional processions 
somewhat was in contrast with the 
political meetings and rallies that were 
happening at the same time in view of the 
impending elections. The main celebrant 
of the Mass was Fr. Amod who also 
preached. The monstrance was carried in 
turn by all of the celebrants, standing on 
the back of a truck that had been 
especially prepared and decorated for 
this purpose by the sisters. 

During the month Amod and 
Kamal have been going to each of the 
villages for Masses and the blessings of 
the village graveyards. They with the 
members of our dispersed communities 
engaged in the pastoral apostolate joined 
with other Province members engaged in 
the Socio-Pastoral apostolate for the 
meeting held in Mahuadanr. 

The head clerk in St. Joseph’s High 
School Mr. Marianus Kujur Retired after 

33 years of faithful service to the school. 
He was fittingly thanked and farewelled 
by the whole school.  During the function 
he gave a farewell speech which inspired 
the whole audience.  

All the community members made 
special efforts to cast their votes in the 
Vidhan Sabha elections. Some travelled to 
and from Mahuadanr. Dilip being the first 
voter in his booth was presented with a 
bouquet of flowers by the Presiding 
Officer, before doing so. 

Fr. Dilip has enrolled for Doctoral 
studies. Fr. Peter Jones spent almost a 
week in Hazaribag, making use of the 
internet facilities there. He also went to 
Daltonganj for a C.T. scan. He returned 
somewhat disappointed and amused as 
the scan failed to reveal some of his vital 
organs. 
SITAGARHA, PTEC: 

After Pooja holidays all the units of 
the PTEC apostolate reopened with extra 
enthusiasm and energy. The month of 
November was a month of actions for St. 
Xavier’s school as it organized various 
activities, such as; intra-class games 
tournaments, Cross-country race, literary 
and cultural competitions, etc. On 3rd 
December, St. Xavier’s school celebrated 
its first School Day in the new campus. 
The day started with a holy Eucharist 
with PTEC students and staff and then 
followed a cultural program with middle 
school students and staff and finally, 
concluded with a friendly football match 
with PTEC trainees, which all the students 
and staff from the three units enjoyed. 
Along with all these school activities, JAC 
online registration of 9th and 11th 
standard students is going-on. 

At the same time, during the 
month of November, PTEC students 
worked hard for three days to harvest the 
paddy crops. It was a real joy to see all 
students and staff working together in the 
fields. In this month, college had three 
major celebrations; Lieven’s Day on 7th  
November, National Education Day on 
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11th November and on 15th  Jharkhand 
Foundation Day. In all three occasions 
there were various cultural literary 
competitions for the students. On 30th  
November, PTEC organized an annual 
cross-country race for students and then 
on 7th  December an Annual Picnic Day for 
the students. Now, students are writing 
their Semester-End Examination and then 
they will have a break for Christmas and 
winter holidays. 

Loyola school too had many 
activities during the month of November-
December, such as; parents meeting, 
Children’s Day, Jharkhand Foundation 
Day, various literary competitions, etc. Fr. 
Leo is trying hard to get a UDAI number 
and a three-phase electricity connection 
for the school. At the same time the 
school is getting ready for its Parents Nite 
celebration, which is on 21st of December. 
SITAHARHA, SSC:  

November was a busy month in 
SSC.  23rd was a red letter day for Fr. 
Augustine Tigga when we celebrated his 
50 years of Jesuit religious life.  Relatives 
came from near and far to mark the 
occasion. Augustine celebrated the Mass 
along with brother Xavier. Towards the 
close of the month, we hosted the 
Formees’ Championship over two days in 
Volleyball, Throw-ball, Bible Quiz, and 
some fun games.  The main co-ordinator 
was Fr. Anil Aind. The Tertains provided 
some expert umpiring. Gabriel House won 
the Volleyball, in a fiery final with the 
Super Juniors and CMC were the victors in 
the Throw-ball. Early December saw the 
Juniors staging a play, “CLOSE THE 
FACTORY” with a song and two dances, all 
on the theme of protecting our Common 
Home, in line with the fourth UAP. The 
audience really enjoyed the evening. They 
said “dil mange more”. During the 
farewell to the Tertians on Dec 8th one wit 
said the Tertianship was also closing 
down! The Tertians will be missed not 
only by SSC, but by the neighbouring 
religious houses that also benefitted from 

their services. In the closing Community 
Mass of the Tertianship, some of the 
Tertians shared with the larger 
community, their experiences of a greater 
sense of gratitude and commitment. They 
all spoke highly of the guidance and 
accompaniment of the two Directors, Fr. 
Ignatius Tete and K.C. Stephen as did 
Father Rector and other community 
members. 
TUNDTOLI PARISH: 

In the month of November, we 
began with 1st Nov. feast of All Saints and 
first Friday celebration. On 2nd Fr. John 
Xaxa went to Darkapu for the graveyard 
mass and Fr. Rajesh went to Dumberdih. 
On 5th November both of us went to join 
Fr. Sebren on his final vows day.  Rajesh 
stayed back in Mahuadanr for the 
pastoral meeting. The next day John went 
back to Tundtoli to offer mass for the 
Sisters and children. On 6th of November 
we both attended the pastoral meeting 
conducted by Fr. Nicholas, for the 
southern part of the Province. 1st 
November Fr. John went to attend the 
Core meeting and Rajesh went for Burial 
mass in Burhni village. On 24th we had the 
Christ the king Feast celebration John 
Celebrated the mass and Rajesh preached 
for the people. We both attended the 
Deanary meeting in Gothgaon Parish. We 
are continuing our Family visit to 
Darkapu every day in the evening.   
VIVEK SADAN: 

This month the pre-novices have 
two special classes- Social awareness and 
Art and Craft classes. The first class was 
for 3 days and it was taken by Fr. 
Christopher Kujur, the director of 
Prerana. It was an eye opening session for 
our pre-novices. Sr. Terse, CIC took the 
second class for them. Now our notice 
board looks colourful and artistically 
decorated. Big thanks to both Fr. 
Christopher and Sr. Terse for giving us 
their precious time and sharing with us 
their knowledge and skill. Fr. Sushil Osga 
made his annual retreat in Patna. Frs. 
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Victor and Sushil Osga represented the 
community in Mahuadanr for the final 
vows of Fr. Sebren Lakra. Frs. Ajit 
Soreng and Arbind Beck went to 
Mangalore for South Asian Assistancy 
annual meeting of the vocation promoters 
and pre-novitiate directors. The meeting 
was held in Fatima Retreat House, 
Mangalore from 23-26 Nov. They visited 
two of our scholastics studying in 
Mangalore, Schols. John Robert Tigga 

and Polson Baxla. While returning from 
Mangalore they went to Hazaribag to 
 attend the formation commission 
meeting. They had to rush back to 
Daltonganj since the next day was 
election in Daltonganj.  Fr. Arbind also 
attended the young priests meeting in 
Arrupe Niwas. After the meeting he went 
around the Province to distribute the 
New Year calendar 2020. 

FROM DIASPORA 
MUMBAI:  

I reached St Pius College, Mumbai 
on 22nd November. 23rd and 24th we had 
the International Eco Jesuit Annual 
Meeting. Except Africa all other 
conferences were represented. We were 
all together 14 of us. The main thrust of 
the gathering was on networking and 
communication to create a global impact. 
I joined the international delegation’s 
visit to Gujarat, Aadi Aushadi Centres and 
Eco Education-Solar Exhibition by 
Students of St. Xavier’s School, Baruch 
and other projects on 25th and 26th 
November. Now I am based in XTI, Sevasi, 
Baroda. On 7th and 8th December I am 
invited for a Green Teachers training 
programme and asked to direct few 
sessions at Netrang, South Gujarat. I will 
be visiting a few Gujarat Jesuit Ecology 
Mission (GJEM) initiatives in the coming 
days.    Fr. Saju Bastian 
AHMEDABAD, PREMAL JYOTI: 

The unexamined life is not worth 
living says Socrates and therefore after 
many postponements, on 19th October, 
we finally reviewed different aspects of 
our lives namely academic, spiritual, 
community and ministry, during the 
Trimonthly Evaluation. 23rd October will 
be engraved in our hearts and minds 
because we had a unique recollection, 
preached by a lay woman named Pushpa 
Ben Parmar, who regularly attends mass 
at our Premal Jyoti house chapel.  

Having recollected ourselves, we 
journeyed to different mission stations  

 
for mission exposure programme (MEP). 
It was solely organized for interested 
scholastics, with the objective of 
rejuvenation and experiencing different 
social realities. Fr. PCF’s visit on 24th 
October was really timely because he 
came just before our MEP. We managed 
to squeeze him in our hectic plan without 
being chaotic! Sch. Patrick and Raja 
went to Dadhwada Mission and Sch. Sujit 
to Mandal Mission. Both mission stations 
are in Surat district.  Having come out 
rejuvenated from mission stations, The 
First and Second Year scholastics began 
their 1st and 3rd semester exams 
respectively, on 7th November. Classes for 
their even semester commenced right 
from the very next day after the exam. In 
the Meanwhile, Sch. Patrick Tirkey 
celebrated his 27th birthday on 5th 
November. Since the third years’ exam 
was scheduled from 16th November, they 
managed to attend the Gujarat Province 
Sammelan on 12th November, at Rosary 
School, Vododara and witnessed the 
installation of new Provincial Fr Durai SJ. 
The Third Year Scholastics’ exam was 
from 16th November and their classes for 
even semester commenced from 25th 
November.    

Fr. Jitu D’Monte, SJ preached a 
recollection on the theme of “Christmas 
and Religious” on 24th November and 
thus paved the way for the Advent. The 
Premal Jyoti Parivar organized a special 
thanksgiving-cum-welcoming mass for 
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the former provincial and the new 
Provincial, on 30th November.  

On the auspicious occasion of the 
feast of St. Francis Xavier, a Mass was 
organized by the college management for 
all students at the Parish, which is in the 
college campus itself. We also played a 
friendly basketball match amongst 
ourselves. Now we are enthusiastically 
looking forward to Culfest (college days) 
and Christmas and the preparations for 
both are in full swing!  Sch. Patrick T. 
CHENNAI LOYOLA COLLEGE:  

Our semester exam finished on 9th 
Nov. On the same day we all went to 
Dhyana Ashram, a Jesuit Retreat Center in 
Chennai, for our tridum. After the exam 
we were tired. This tridum freshened us 
so that we could spend some time with 
the Lord. On 18th Sch. Amardeep went to 
one of the villages in Cuddalor district for 
the rural camp organized by the college 
management team and he was back on 
23rd evening. On 26th we celebrated the 
feast of St. John Berchmans in a grand 
manner, as our house bears the name 
Berchmans Illam.  We had a common 
birthday celebration in the community on 
28th. On the same day we were happy to 
hear the good news that Fr. L. Jebamalai 
Irudayaraj has been appointed by Fr. 
General the first Provincial of Chennai 
Province. 

VIJAYAWADA,  LOYOLA COLLEGE:  
           On 9th Nov. all the Sanjeevan 
scholastics went for a one day picnic to 
LPS, Guntur. Sch. Arockia completed his 
exams on 13th of Nov. and the same 
evening he went to Andhra novitiate to  
wish the novices before they began their 
long retreat on 14th of Nov.  We began our 
2nd Semester classes soon after finishing 
the 1st Sems Exams.  Degree level 
Sphoorthi, cultural and literary program 
was conducted on 22 and 23 of 
November. We had our regular 
community meetings and recollection for 
this month. Fr. Koyi, age 93, had a fall 
when he went towards the reading room. 
He is admitted in the hospital and he is 
recovering well from his head injury. We 
miss his charm and we pray for his good 
health and quick return. Scholastics took 
care of Fr. Koyi during his convalescence. 
The new Sanjeevan Niwas building was 
blessed on 26th Nov. by the Provincial Fr. 
Amal Raj SJ. Scholastics put up a very 
good performance on that day making it  
a red letter day. Sch. Aseet was well 
appreciated by all for his decorations and 
other work.  On 30th Nov. Schs. Aseet and 
Ashim attended the processions in ALC 
on Aids day. Kindly keep us in your 
prayers. Wishing you all a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year 2020! 
 

FROM OVERSEAS 
KANDY, SRI LANKA: 

The month of October and 
November had been very significant for 
the various reasons. The whole month of 
October we journeyed spiritually and this 
journey came to an end on 7th November 
at the Fatima shrine with a solemn 
Eucharist. Fr. Baylon Perera, (tertian 
instructor) presided over the concluding 
Eucharist. On 14th Fr. George Pattery, 
POSA visited us officially and while 
addressing to the community gave more 
emphasis on daily examen. On 15th  Nov. 
the community had organized a tour for  
 

two days to Nuwara Eliya and Hotton.  
Arwind                

PARIS, FRANCE: 
We find the early departure of 

autumn this year. The winter has started. 
On 16 November, 2019 Fr. Maria Louis 
SJ, along with 9 other Jesuits from Central 
zone provinces took halt a day in Paris 
and had a good time here. Some of the 
Jesuits took this opportunity to dine 
together with us and discussed the 
current issues of Central Zone Provinces. 
On 23 November, Fr. Vernon D'Cunha 
visited Paris and We, Jesuits from India,  



10 

 

spent half a day together discussing about 
the matters of the Society and our life in 
Paris.  

Sch. Amit Toppo, met Dentist on 8 
December. He has a new tooth “Wisdom 
tooth” which has troubled him for a week. 
He had difficulty in eating and had fever. 
But now, he is under medication. GET 
WELL SOON AMIT! The Advent has 
begun. The community enters into the 
mood of Advent with special prayer 
conducted on each Friday.  We are almost 
at the end of the first semester hence at 
times we feel a lot of rush in academic life.  

SALAMANCA, SPAIN: 
After a few days of fever, I am back 

to normal health and now trying to adjust 
to winter and cold. It's quite cold in the 
morning and evening. Recently, a new 
member has joined the community, Fr. 
Pedro, a Benedictine priest from South 
Korea, to learn Spanish in the same 
language academy. In mid-November, a 
group of Carmelite brothers from Kerala 
visited Salamanca, Sch. Sasi accompanied 
them to Alba de Tormes and after the 
class, I too joined them in Salamanca.  

Sch. Sasi wanted to visit some of 
the places before his departure from 
Spain; he had a good round-up trip to 
Barcelona, Manresa, Lourdes, and San 
Sebastian in the north. On the 26th of 
November, he flew to New Delhi at 9:00 
P.M from Barajas Airport, Madrid. One 
day we had a beautiful time and lunch 
with the teachers and professors of a 

Jesuit school, at St. Stanislaus. The 
director of the Centre of Spirituality, Fr. 
Christobal organized a beautiful prayer 
session based on the portrait of Jesus 
with the Samaritan woman at the well 
and Joseph the Dreamer. The Tertians 
have finished the long retreat and are 
back to the house with renewed vigor and 
zeal.  A Merry Christmas to All from 
Salamanca!   Sch. Prawin Vikas,  

HEALTH  UPDATE: 
Fr. Manoj Roshan Kujur was discharged 
from Shanti Bhavan Medical Centre, Biru, 
on 26th  November, after 18 days in the 
hospital. The surgery to remove the 
tumor involved nephrectomy & 
splenectomy. The surgery was successful. 
He is physically weak but cheerful. He 
was brought to St.  Xavier’s and the next 
day he was taken to SSC, Sitagarha. The 
biopsy report identifies the tumor as 
cancerous. The discharge report indicates 
that he has to consult an oncologist after 
which most probably he will have to 
undergo radiation and chemotherapy.  

After some rest and recuperation 
at SSC Sitagarha, Manoj returned to St. 
Xavier’s Hazaribag on 09 Dec. Fr. Francis 
Marian will take Fr. Manoj to Tata Main 
hospital Mumbai for further test and 
treatment on 18 Dec. 2019.  

 Please continue to pray earnestly 
for the speedy recovery and complete 
healing of Fr. Manoj Roshan Kujur SJ 
and Fr. R. M. Packiam SJ. 

KINDLY REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
Sri. Daniel Minj, father of Fr. Sunil Vijay Minj, passed away on 28 Nov.  2019. (79) 

Fr. John Chrysostam, SJ (PAT) passed away on 28 November 2019. (81/57) 

Fr. William Bourke, SJ (DAR) passed away on 29 November 2019. (94/71) 

Fr. Joseph Zerafa SJ (DUM) passed away on 30 November 2019 in Malta. 85/67 

Fr. Felix Gonsalves SJ, (GUJ)  died on 08 Dec., in Vyara, Gujarat. 71/53. 

Mr. Deonis Kiro, Fr. Rajendra Tete’s (Cousin) brother-in-law, died on 09 Dec. (50) 

Fr. Louis Menezes SJ (BOM) passed away on 09 Dec.  in Mumbai.  (85/66)

DECEMBER DEATH ANNIVERSARIES 
01/2016 Tony D’Souza 

03/1988 Gerard Drumm 
18/2000 Edmund O’Connor 


